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NANCY SCHRAM

Ventura County Library Director

contact info: (805) 677-7158

Nancy.Schram@venturacounty.gov

As we welcome the arrival of spring, I'm delighted to share what

March has in store at Ventura County Library.

This month holds special significance as we celebrate National
Reading Month and Women's History Month. These observances
remind us of the transformative power of literacy and the

remarkable women who have shaped our communities.

Speaking of remarkable women, | want to highlight a true

trailblazer in our library's history: Elizabeth Russell Topping. As

Ventura County Library's second-ever County Librarian, Elizabeth IN THIS ISSUE
served in this position from 1921 to 1950. She understood that
books shouldn't be. confined within building walls. In a pioneering : p.3 A Botier
move, she brought the first bookmobile to Ventura County, MyVCLibrary
making it the first county in California to have a bookmobile. This Etgz:?i:rﬁz
vehicle ensured that every resident, no matter how remote, had |
{ access to the world of reading. Her vision of equity and access p. 5 Women's History
& continues to inspire our work today. Read more about her on SS Ml.oni'li\ FﬁoF;rure: !
Spring is the perfect time for reneyvc:l and discovery. Whether M o7 Stoff Hishlibht The
you're looking to pick up a new hobby, dive into a captivating Team Behind VCL's
_.;_—} story, or participate in one of our many programs, we invite you & Mobile Library
S 1o visit any of our library branches this month. Stop by, check out "é p. 9 Career Online High

a book, and rediscover the joy of your local library. i

Happy reading!

School Graduation

Craft Corner:
Strawberry
Sculptures!
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E.P. FOSTER LIBRARY
MARCH UPDATE

Welcome

Digital & LoT Library Info

My Library Card

MYVCLIBRARY MOBILE APP
UPDATED WITH NEW FEATURES!

The Ventura County Library has rolled
out an update to the MyVCLibrary
mobile app, bringing enhanced
features and improved functionality to
library patrons across the county.

The refreshed app, available on both
iOS and Android, delivers a more

streamlined experience for searching

the library's extensive catalog of books,

digital collections, audiobooks, movies,
and more.

Account management has been
simplified, allowing users to renew
items, place holds, check due dates,
and review fees all in one place.

Patrons can also use their smartphone
or tablet's built-in camera to check out
library materials directly from their
mobile device.

The app also includes Ventura County
Library branch information, complete
with operating hours, addresses, and
contact details.

If you haven't already, update your
MyVCLibrary app today through the
App Store or Google Play to
experience these new features.

The countdown is onl!

E.P. Foster Library will close to the public
on Sunday, March 22, 2026. The branch
will undergo major renovations before
reopening in Fall 2027. We encourage
patrons to visit any other VCL branch
during the closure, including the nearby
Avenue, Hill Road, and Saticoy libraries.

New Librarian Specialist named at
E.P. Foster Library

Cody Conley has been
promoted to Librarian
Specialist at E.P. Foster
Library. Once the doors
reopen, Cody will lead
adult programming,
collections as well as staff
& public interactions.

Podcast Interview about E.P. Foster
Library Closure

The City of Ventura recently visited E.P.
Foster Library to record a podcast with
VCL Director Nancy Schram and it's
now live! You can tune in by visiting
LibraryVenturaCounty.gov or the City
of Ventura's website.

gcoumwﬁvnnum\
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TOPPING ROOM / 1AM
SNOW WHITE STORYTIME

Beauty meety Ballet
Families are invited to :
ART SALON FOR ADULTS a special reading of
the classic fairy tale
"Snow White,"
followed by mini
performances by
Ventura County Ballet
dancers. '
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Join us for a self-directed,
relaxed exploration of visual
mixed-media arts and crafts.
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SATICOY LIBRARY / 4PM r e MARCH 22
E.P. FOSTER LIBRARY/ 1-5PM
ORIGAMI PEACE DOVE MARCH 18
. FILLMORE MIDDLE SCHOOL Last day to visit E.P. Foster
543 A ST. FILLMORE, CA / 5PM Librqry.before it closes for
renovations.
2N> ANNUAL FILLMORE . .
COMMUNITY EXPO More information:

LibraryVenturaCounty.gov/epfoster

MARCH 31

CESAR CHAVEZ DAY

All Ventura County Library
branches will be closed in
observance of Cesar Chavez

Meet us in Fillmore to learn
about Ventura County Library
adult programs and resources!

Join VCL & the Rotary Club
of Ventura as we host this
peace dove origami craft
session with take-home kits.
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Ventura County Library Celebrates Women's History Month

This story was compiled from historical newspapers, journals, and
memorabilia from the Ventura County Library.

How Elizabeth R. Topping Transformed Library Access
in Ventura County

When Elizabeth R. Topping assumed her role as the Ventura
County Librarian in September 1921, the position carried
enormous responsibility.

Libraries weren't just repositories of books; they were
lifelines of education, culture, and connection for rural
communities. But Ventura County presented a unique
challenge. Its sprawling geography, with remote homesteads
and distant communities, made traditional library service
nearly impossible for many residents.

However, a revolutionary idea was taking shape in the mind
of the county's second-ever librarian: if people couldn't come
to the library, the library would come to them.

Ms. Topping's solution arrived on four hooves in 1924,
transformed into four wheels by 1935, and revolutionized

rural library service for generations to come. Local Pioneer:‘of Mobile Libraries

Books by Horseback

In 1924, Elizabeth R. Topping launched California's first mobile
book service. Not with a motorized vehicle, but with something
far more practical for the terrain: a horse. She and her staff
would load saddlebags with carefully selected titles and ride
into the backcountry, delivering literature to families who might
otherwise go months without access to new reading material.
This wasn't simply bookmobile service; it was missionary work on
behalf of literacy itself!

/\/\,\ [story continued on next page]
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Evolution on Wheels

By the summer of 1935, Ventura County's bookmobile program
had evolved alongside the times. The horse gave way to horsepower.
Ms. Topping oversaw the purchase of a pickup truck and a sedan, with an improvised bookshelf mounted
on the back of the sedan.

The timing was critical. A Grand Jury had recently suggested the library find a cost-effective method of serving
schools that were withdrawing from the general county system. Rather than seeing this as a setback, Ms. Topping
recognized it as an opportunity. The motorized bookmobile could cover more ground, carry more books, and make
regular, predictable stops throughout the county.

Ventura County’s bookmobile service earned such a reputation that librarians from around the world took notice.

According to an October 1945 article in The Ventura County Star-Free Press, Seiior Galileo Patino, assistant
director of Panama's national library, had been authorized to purchase 100 trucks for use as bookmobiles in his
country. Seeking to learn from what was considered “the most competently conducted” bookmobile service
available, he traveled to Ventura County and spent time learning from and shadowing Ms. Topping firsthand.

A Legacy Built on the Belief That Literacy
Belongs to Everyone

Elizabeth R. Topping would serve as Ventura County Librarian for nearly three decades, finally
stepping down after 29 years of service. But her legacy isn't measured in years, it's measured in
miles traveled, books delivered, and lives touched.

Ms. Topping didn't just bring books to people; she brought the promise that geography
wouldn't determine destiny and that a determined librarian with a vision would find a way to
serve her community.

Today, bookmobiles are a standard feature of library systems nationwide, equipped with
computers, WiFi hotspots, and hundreds of titles. We've come a long way since the days of
improvised bookshelves on the back of sedans and from the saddlebags of a horse winding
through the Ventura County hills a century earlier.

Ms. Topping understood a truth that remains relevant: the most important book in the
world is the one you can actually get your hands on. And sometimes, getting it into those

In Ventura County, her trailblazing spirit lives on. The county's current Mobile Library
continues to serve rural communities and underserved areas, currently managed by an
all-women crew who carry forward the tradition established by Elizabeth R. Topping.

. Elizabeth R. Topping served as Ventura County Librarian from 1921 to 1950, pioneering mobile
library services that would influence library systems throughout California and beyond.
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Inside TOCICly's Ventura Couni-y T
Library Mobile Unit

There's something special about a library with no fixed address, just a van rolling 20]7 Sr'\)/lier:feeges

up to your neighborhood, doors swinging open to reveal shelves of books and the

promise that knowledge is never far away. 10 #. high

8 ft. wide
That's the mission of Ventura County's Mobile Library, a 2017 Mercedes Sprinter 26 ft. long
Van transformed into a community hub on wheels. It hit the road in May 2019, 6.5 ft. interior height

thanks to a generous donation from the Ventura County Library Foundation,

with significant contributions from Premier America Credit Union and the Port of 3 60 ST@ PS

Hueneme. It was further supported by a Library Services and Technology Act
LSTA t ded th h the California State Library.
( ) grant awarde rough the California State Library 22107]

The van features a high roof option, providing ample headroom for standing ISIT@R’S

and moving around inside

the vehicle, making the 7
browsing experience comfortable and welcoming for

visitors of all ages.

The Mobile Library provides service to underserved
areas where many people have little or no library
service due to lack of transportation or mobility issues
which may prevent residents from having access to

library buildings.

It offers a full range of library services including: Free

Wi-Fi, Wireless Printing, Laptop lending, 3D Printing,
STEM & Makerspaces activities, Storytimes, and

Classroom visits.
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Women on the Move: The Team

Behind Our Mobile Library

Behind every stop on Ventura County's Mobile Library
route is an all-female crew making it happen: loading and
unloading books, driving across the county, and curating
titles that speak to the diverse communities they serve.
Together, they make hundreds of stops every year,
bringing library services directly to the people who need

them most.

Leading the effort is Ventura County Mobile Library
Supervisor Mayra Benitez-Tadillo, who has overseen the
Mobile Library's operations since its launch in 2019. Her
dedication and vision have shaped the program into what

it is today.

‘| have a wonderful team that started with myself and
Allie [Allie now works at Ojai Library],” says Mayra. “The
mobile library team is wonderful, and we strive to make as

many stops and visit requests as possible.”

No two days look the same for the Mobile Library. One
day you might find the team at the Ventura Botanical
Gardens, delighting preschoolers with butterfly postcards
and wildflower stickers. The next, they're set up at Swap
Meet Justice in Oxnard, issuing library cards to young

English learners and their parents.

“Recently we received six visit requests within the same
week. It's almost like a game of Tetris— once we receive a
request we have to check if the vehicle’'s available and
make sure we have enough staffing,” explains Mayra.
Whether they're parked beside a garden path, a local
festival or a bustling swap meet, the Mobile Library team
shows up, ready to connect their community with the power

of reading.

\\\‘“‘\ T -"'/,//
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‘| enjoy getting to meet the
diverse communities at Ventura
County Library! Providing
storytime and visiting schools are

some of my favorite things to do!”

-Mayra Benitez-Tadillo
Mobile Library Supervisor

A

‘I love being part of a team that's

passionate about connecting with

k.

the community. | get to interact
with people of all ages and bring

joy on wheels. One day, I'm
presenting story time to toddlers;

the next, I'm at a retirement

57
5 e
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community bringing books to our

.

elders. It's a joy!”
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wyy, | like to work with the Mobile
(LY /////
- %Library because we get to be a

\

N
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- part of different communities and

S §-ve work a lot with kids, so it's great

seeing the younger generations get

“The thing | love most about
working for the Mobile Library, is
being able to serve communities
that can’t normally get to a library

| love bringing fun activities to the =

TAMAINANNNNR

kids in those communities and
seeing how happy they are with
them.”

-Marisa Martinez
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Library Technician |
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Ventura County Library
Celebrates 14 Graduates from
Career Online High School

If's never too late to rewrite your story.
Fourteen adults recently earned their high school

F-,;—':f

diplomas through the Ventura County Library and
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several joined us at E.P. Foster Library to celebrate.
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The graduation ceremony for Ventura County
Library's Career Online High School (COHS)
program took place on February 6, 2026, and drew
nearly 100 attendees who were there to cheer and
applaud as each graduate's name was called.

For many in attendance, the celebration represented
far more than an academic milestone. It symbolized
second chances, perseverance, and the power of

community support.
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"When | dropped out of high school, | spent over a decade
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homeless. | struggled with addiction and lived in situations that

tried to convince me that | was worthless," said graduate Tiffaney
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Colangelo, as she fought back tears reading her speech from the
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podium. Her children and relatives looked on, beaming with pride.
"But here | am today..once | started, | couldn't stop. My academic
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counselor cheered me on every step of the way."
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The Career Online High School
program provides adults with a
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flexible, accredited pathway to
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earn their high school diploma
online. Unlike traditional GED
programs, participants complete
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actual high school coursework
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while also gaining career
training certificates in fields like
Food & Hospitality, Office
Management, and Childcare.
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For the graduates honored last month, their
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journeys were as varied as they were inspiring.
Some left high school after becoming pregnant,
putting their education on hold to raise their
families. Others faced personal challenges,
addiction, or family situations that derailed their
education. What united them was their
determination to finish what they started, no
matter how much time had passed.
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“For many of our students, they had trouble in
school, they didn’t succeed. They felt like failures,”
explained Judy Perkins, Ventura County Library’s
COHS Coordinator. “This is really a big deal for
them. For a lot of them, this is the only recognition
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they've ever received in their whole lives and we
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want to make it a special occasion.”
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The library's program removes many of
the barriers that prevent adults from
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completing their education, including cost.
The program is free to students thanks to
donations from the Ventura County
Library Foundation and a California State
Library grant. Students can complete
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online coursework at their own pace,
fitting their studies around work schedules

and family obligations, with ongoing

TR

support and encouragement from library
staff throughout the process.

It's never too late to pursue your education,
and the Ventura County Library is ready to

help make it happen.
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For information about the Career Online High School program,
visit Ventura County Library's website.
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is movement.

Cesar Chavez dedicated his life to fighting for the dignity and rights of
farmworkers, building a movement that transformed American labor
history. As co-founder of the United Farm Workers (UFW), he organized
strikes, led boycotts, and endured hunger strikes, bringing attention to the

Ventura County observes Cesar Chavez Day on March 31,
honoring the life and legacy of one of America's most ,
influential labor leaders. This article pays tribute to Chavez G\
by shining a spotlight on the women who amplified 2

brutal conditions faced by those who worked the fields. His impact was undeniable, but he did not do it alone.
Beside him stood women whose contributions were just as determined and just as essential to the cause:

HELEN CHAVEZ

Helen Chavez began
working in the fields at
just seven years old,
picking cotton and grapes
alongside her mother.
After losing her father as
a teen, she worked full-
time to help support her
mother and siblings.

In 1943, she met Cesar
Chavez. Throughout their
marriage, Helen
continued working in the
fields to support the
family and raise their
eight children, enabling
Cesar to dedicate much
of his time to
union organizing.
She played an
integral
role in
the
founding 4
of the @&
United
Farm
Workers of America,
volunteered with the UFW,
and managed the Farm

Workers Credit Union.

DOLORES HUERTA

Dolores Huerta, who co-
founded the UFW
alongside Cesar Chavez,
emerged as one of the
labor movement's most
influential figures.
Arrested four times for
her activism, Huertd's
impact reached far
beyond the picket line.
She had a unique ability
to connect with women
who had never seen
themselves as activists—
farmworkers, wives, and
mothers, and inspire them
to join the cause in ways
that felt deeply personal.
Today, she continues
advocating for
farmworkers, immigrants
and women'’s rights.

A Legacy That Endures

Hope Lopez was a
farmworker and mother
who worked out of the
UFW's Philadelphia office
in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. Her
organizing style leaned on
the common bonds of
motherhood and family
life, believing these
shared experiences could
bridge racial and
economic divides.

HOPE!LOPEZ

Her work reflected a
broader UFW strategy
that begqn in 1967, when
the union started sending
entire farmworker families
— rather than solo
organizers — to lead
distant boycott
campaigns. By centering
the struggles of
farmworker children and
families, Lopez and others
like her were able to
connect with urban,
middle-class women and
bring them into the
movement.

%coumwfv:mum\
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Jessica Govea Thorbourne
was a key labor activist
and one of the early
organizers behind the
United Farm Workers
union, working closely with
Cesar Chavez. At 22, she
was dispatched to
Montreal which,
at the time, was
among the
largest grape-
¥ 4 __ consuming cities
755 on the
continent.
There, she launched a
campaign that included
engaging Canadian
consumers, building
alliances with religious
leaders and elected
officials, recruiting
bilingual organizers, and
organizing picket lines.
Her work proved
instrumental in rallying
Canadian support for the
cause and played a role
in the UFW securing its
first contracts with
California growers.

These are just a few of the countless women who made a difference in the
farmworker movement. For those inspired to learn more, the Ventura County Library
offers books and resources to continue exploring the legacy of Cesar Chavez and
those who stood beside him. The women of the farmworker movement may not have
made headlines the way Chavez did, but their courage, sacrifice, and organizing
power helped build one of the most significant labor movements in American history.
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Create your own
sTroWberry scu|p’ru re

Materials Instructions
Scissors 1.Color
lue a.tip: the co|yx can be colored on
Croyons both sides of the paper
2.Cut out
Key 3.Fold the square tabs back toward the
cut uncolored part of the paper
4.Fold the calyx forward toward the
fold outside of the strawberry

5.Glue the tabs, match the letters
6.Glue additignal calyx on top

paper sculpture
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Library

£161 > OS

library.venturacounty.org

Calyx

calyx
/kaliks/
noun
the s_epo_|s of a ﬂower,
’r\/pico”y forming a whorl

that encloses the pe’ro|s and

forms a protective layer

around a flower in bud.



https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6023463f7af8a389&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1183US1183&biw=1837&bih=903&sxsrf=ANbL-n6Yj1YTuzCneYM6I47b5QfRo3HNLw:1771466767659&q=sepals&si=AL3DRZE8Uy6xRL8ZvZrZygCzBKm4gLgBdhyH22TwhykoEuW7lOix3BmtiHy67_093qwHP4INVCKFp-pTnsaZs25w9yQeOY4oNQ%3D%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuvKr7u-SSAxWmJkQIHUKrGg0QyecJegQIKxAR
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6023463f7af8a389&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1183US1183&biw=1837&bih=903&sxsrf=ANbL-n6Yj1YTuzCneYM6I47b5QfRo3HNLw:1771466767659&q=whorl&si=AL3DRZFqaT8R9btQMhSh8u4RA3l1rkAdYjl15jlzBvUCzvehasfiOJeXZWH6L1cHxHcr5fNkFIvvH4KYv894190LQ_tWZGuV8A%3D%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuvKr7u-SSAxWmJkQIHUKrGg0QyecJegQIKxAS
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=6023463f7af8a389&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1183US1183&biw=1837&bih=903&sxsrf=ANbL-n6Yj1YTuzCneYM6I47b5QfRo3HNLw:1771466767659&q=encloses&si=AL3DRZGCrnAF0R35UNPJcgaBbCFamNp-GKYwtHALSfDCa5rIVfpyZjQXsOpapYrPGN0w3ItGVZssJ15Ed9y9eoMJzMtWf2c3q05bnbRoJ6KmWujw17GPE74%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjuvKr7u-SSAxWmJkQIHUKrGg0QyecJegQIKxAT
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