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A Message From

***********

February is a month for celebration, exploration, and
connection at Ventura County Library.

As we honor Black History Month and celebrate the Chinese
Lunar New Year, we invite you to discover stories and
traditions that inspire, educate, and uplift. Our libraries offer
resources and programs that celebrate the rich contributions
of Black Americans to our history and culture, as well as the
exciting traditions of Lunar New Year.

This is also the perfect time to love your library and let your
heart explore everything we have to offer. Whether you visit
one of our 12 branches or catch our Mobile Library in your
neighborhood, find your next romantic read, from
contemporary love stories to classic romances, alongside
programs and spaces where book lovers gather and connect.

We're thrilled to see so many of you participating in our
countywide Adult "Warm & Cozy" Reading Challenge! There's
still plenty of time to complete activities and collect your
library-themed stickers.

Thank you for making our libraries a cherished part of your
community. We look forward to seeing you this month.
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OCTAVIA BUTLER was dyslexic. Despite struggling with reading
as a child, she became one of science fiction's most celebrated
authors. She was the first science fiction writer to receive a
MacArthur "Genius" Grant. NASA has named the landing site of
the agency's Perseverance rover "Octavia E. Butler Landing."

Before becoming a famous writer, MAYA ANGELOU was a
professional dancer and a cable car conductor (the first Black
female conductor in San Francisco!). She spoke six languages and
was the first African American woman to have a film screenplay
produced.

LANGSTON HUGHES dropped out of college to become a sailor. He
traveled the world on cargo ships and wrote poetry while working in the
kitchen. He literally threw his books into the sea one day, symbolically
breaking with his past. Later, he became one of the most important voices of
the Harlem Renaissance.

TONI MORRISON became the first African American woman to
win the Nobel Prize in Literature (1993). Her novels, including
Beloved, Song of Solomon, and The Bluest Eye, examined the
African American experience with lyrical prose and unflinching
honesty.

JAMES BALDWIN moved to Paris when he was just 24 years
old with only $40 in his pocket! He left America to figure out
how his life story could help him connect with people
everywhere. His brave decision paid off: He became an
international literary superstar.

African American Authors to Celebrate
This Black History Month

  ID     OU       NOW
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E.P. FOSTER LIBRARY
PROJECT UPDATE! 

We’re one step closer to beginning
the exciting work of enhancing this
beloved Downtown Ventura
community landmark. 

The contractor bidding process has
officially concluded. During this
process, qualified contractors
submitted competitive bids to
perform the construction work for
the library. 

Stay tuned as we advance toward
the next phase of this exciting
renovation project!

On June 24, 2025, the Ventura County
Board of Supervisors formally
approved the partnership by adopting
a resolution authorizing an agreement
between the Ventura County Library
and the Probation Agency. With that
approval in place, work on the new
library space is now underway.

Two years ago, the Ventura County
Probation Agency and the Ventura
County Library came together to
address an important community
need: providing public library
services to youth housed at the
County’s Juvenile Facilities. 

Located along Vineyard Avenue 
in Oxnard, this state-of-the-art
detention and commitment 
facility serves incarcerated 
youth up to age 25 and is 
situated in an unincorporated 
area of the county near the
community of El Rio.

A PATH TOWARD BRIGHTER
FUTURES, THANKS TO A

PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
VENTURA COUNTY LIBRARY
& THE VENTURA COUNTY

PROBATION AGENCY

NEW LIBRARY TO SERVE YOUTH AT
COUNTY JUVENILE FACILITIES

A NOTE ON 
E.P. FOSTER LIBRARY 

BOOK HOLDS 

To ensure your materials are sent to
the branch most convenient for you,
we encourage you to update any
unfilled holds currently set for
pickup at E.P. Foster Library before
February 16th. Simply log in to your
account online or through the
MyVCLibrary app and select a new
pickup location. If no changes are
made, holds will be redirected to
Saticoy Library.

In recent reports, the
California Department of
Corrections and
Rehabilitation estimated
that over half of
incarcerated adults are
functionally illiterate.

Recognizing these
challenges, staff from both
the Probation Agency and
the Ventura County Library
identified an opportunity to
make a meaningful 

difference. Through a two-year pilot
partnership, both agencies are working
together to bring library services and
literacy resources directly to
incarcerated youth in Ventura County.
The initiative aligns with the County of
Ventura’s strategic goal to meet and
sustain basic needs while serving as a
reliable safety net for vulnerable
populations.

An official ribbon-cutting
ceremony is planned in
March 2026 to celebrate
the launch of this
innovative service
designed to expand access
to learning and help set
youth on a path toward
brighter futures.

By Antonio Apodaca, 
Education, Literacy and Outreach
Manager, Ventura County Library
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A recent graduate of the Ventura County
Library's Career Online High School program is
sharing her inspiring journey of perseverance
and achievement, hoping to encourage others to
pursue their educational goals.

The graduate, Lillian Sutton who had left high
school mid-senior year and struggled to complete
her diploma through other programs, found
success through the Ventura County Library's
scholarship-funded Career Online High School
(COHS) initiative, a free online program that
helps adults earn accredited high school
diplomas while also gaining career training. 

“Now when I am looking towards my future, it is
with an increased feeling of encouragement 
and excitement seeing all the new doorways 
to opportunities that have opened for me," 
Lillian shared in her testimonial.

The program's flexible, self-paced structure
proved crucial to Lillian's success. Working online
from any location, students receive
comprehensive support including assigned
academic coaches, subject specialists, and
program coordinators who provide regular check-
ins and encouragement throughout the journey.

Beyond traditional high school coursework,
COHS offers career certification in fields such as
Food and Hospitality, Child Care and Education,
and Office Management, equipping graduates
with practical skills for immediate employment
opportunities.

Lillian shared. "I think you too will feel a sense of
accomplishment and pride for how far you have
come through…and for being able to say you are
a high school graduate now."

The Ventura County Library offers Career Online
High School scholarships to eligible residents.
Those interested in learning more about the
program can learn more at
Library.VenturaCounty.gov.
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COMMUNITY
ChroniclesChronicles

Graduate Celebrates New Opportunities
Through Ventura County Library's 

Career Online High School Program

"TO ANYBODY THINKING ABOUT
ENROLLING OR RE-ENROLLING IN

COURSES TO OBTAIN YOUR DIPLOMA, I
WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO DO SO!”

Photo provided by Lillian Sutton
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“You don’t always
know who you’re
helping...You just treat
everyone with
kindness, every day.”

Regional Librarian Anne Hogya

 

          

          “You don’t always know who you’re
helping,” she says. “You just treat everyone with
kindness, every day.” Anne is especially
passionate about strengthening adult
programming, tailoring services to each
community and supporting library staff growth
through training and technology. 
          Her story is a powerful reminder of why
libraries matter: they are places of continuity,
compassion, and possibility and leaders like
Anne Hogya help make that impact felt every
single day.
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ANNE HOGYAANNE HOGYA
LEADERSHIP ROOTED IN 
CARE & COMMUNITY

      egional Librarian Anne Hogya brings a
lifetime of service, resilience, and community-
centered leadership to the Ventura County
Library. Her approach is guided by a belief
that libraries are safe havens where people are
seen, supported, and valued.
          When she's not in meetings or visiting
Oak Park Library and Albert Soliz Library in 
El Rio to oversee operations, she's hands-on at
the circulation desk of Ray D. Prueter Library in
Port Hueneme, where she's based. 

         Anne’s journey into librarianship began in
a familiar place: story time. While volunteering
in the children’s department of her hometown
library on Long Island, New York, she stepped
in to help and quickly discovered a calling. That
volunteer role turned into a paid position, then
a full-time children’s librarian role. From there,
Anne’s career expanded across public and
school libraries where she has served as a
librarian and director in multiple states, leading
transformative projects. 

         “I like to be behind the front desk, talk to
the employees, make sure everything is going well
for them,” says Anne. And she makes sure to
engage with library patrons too. “When somebody
comes to the desk and they feel anonymous, and
you just take the time to say: ‘oh, that's a new
book, why don't you tell me if you like it
afterwards?’ you get this gigantic smile on their
face because somebody values their opinion.”

        Her library experience has included
expanding library buildings, creating dedicated
children’s and business centers, launching coffee
bars and developing outdoor amphitheaters and
playgrounds.
          For Anne, the most rewarding part of
librarianship isn’t just programming or collections,
it’s people. 

R
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FEB 10

Composting 101: Turn Green
Waste Into Gold - This session
is all about composting! Learn
how to recycle your waste and
at the same time, help your
garden to grow. 

SATURDAY

MASTER GARDENER
SERIES AT RAY D.
PRUETER LIBRARY

/  4:00PM FEB 21

Explore the world of fiber arts!
This adults-only monthly class
covers crochet, knitting,
macrame, embroidery, cross-
stitching, weaving, and more.

SATURDAY

FIBER ARTS AT RAY D.
PRUETER LIBRARY

/  1:00PM

FEB 20

Autism Society Ventura
County invites ASD ages 5
and under to a fun sensory
playtime. Sensory Playtime is
a welcoming hour of sensory
exploration for children of all
abilities.

FRIDAY

SENSORY STORYTIME 

/  1:00PM

Library L  vers M  nthLibrary L  vers M  nth
a Ray D. Prueter Library Highlight

Anne Hogya 
Regional Librarian

Mark Crawford
Library Technician I

“I love the community in Ventura
County. I love the people I 
work with and I love helping people.”

Kandee Kosier
Youth Librarian 

“BEING THE
YOUTH SERVICES
LIBRARIAN AT
PRUETER LIBRARY
IS PURE JOY!

                Our beautifully
               renovated space,
amazing families, and strong
community support make this the
perfect place to inspire young
readers every day."

Lauren Hunkele
Library Technician I 

Ray D. Prueter Library
510 Park Avenue

Port Hueneme, CA 93041

JOIN 
THE FUN!

"My favorite things
about working at 
Prueter [Library] are
diving into new topics
each week... and sharing
what I’ve learned with
the kids!"
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Chinese New Year
Fun Facts

GALLOPING INTO 2026: 
THE YEAR OF THE FIRE HORSE!

Chinese New Year 2026 
starts on 

Wednesday, February 17

2026 is the Year of the Fire Horse, which occurs
only once every 60 years! People born in Horse
years are traditionally seen as energetic,
independent, and free-spirited. 

The celebration is observed not just in China but across
Asia and in Chinese communities worldwide, making it
one of the most widely celebrated festivals on Earth.

Everything turns red during Chinese New Year! Red represents
good fortune, joy, and protection. You'll see red lanterns
hanging from buildings, and red paper decorations. Kids get
red envelopes with money called "hongbao" from parents,
grandparents, and other adults as a special gift. 

The Chinese New Year Festivities last for 15 days!
The celebration ends with the Lantern Festival where
beautiful lanterns light up the night sky.
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Ghost
Hunting Kit

Sewing
Machine

Water
Savings Kit 

Energy
Saving Kit Chromebook

California
Park Pass

Electric Leaf
Blower

Induction
Cook TopFossil

Kit HotSpot

Our Library
of Things

Ukulele
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Welcome to the
Library of
Things, where
your library card
becomes a
gateway to
experiences and
adventures you
might never
have tried
otherwise. From
ghost-hunting
kits to ukuleles,
Wi-Fi hotspots to
sewing machines,
we're redefining
what it means to
"check out" from
the library.

Not everyone can afford to buy specialized equipment, especially
for hobbies or activities you're just trying out. 
The Library of Things is about access, opportunity, and the
freedom to explore without financial pressure.

To get started, browse our online catalog or visit any of our
branch locations to see what's available. Items can be placed on
hold just like books. Some items are available at specific
branches, so check availability before you visit.

WHY IT MATTERS?

The Library of Things at Ventura County Library includes an
ever-growing inventory of items designed to spark curiosity,
support learning, and make life a little easier.

We offer musical instruments like ukuleles for aspiring
musicians, as well as technology including Wi-Fi hotspots and
laptops to bridge the digital divide.

We also offer creative equipment like sewing machines;
outdoor gear including induction cooktops, state park passes,
and fossil kits. 

The collection also includes things to improve home life, like
do-it-yourself home energy savings kits, water savings kits and
leaf blowers.

WHAT CAN YOU BORROW?

BORROW
MORE
THINGS

Of ThingsOf ThingsOur LibraryOur Library
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EVENTS to BOOKMARK!

FEB 21

Visit the Mobile Library at the
Ventura College Swap Meet!
Get a library card, pick up
holds and check out/return
items. We are equipped with
WiFi and wireless printing
services as well.

SATURDAY

VENTURA COLLEGE
WEEKEND MARKET

/ 8AM - 2PM

ADULT WINTER
READING
CHALLENGE 

FEB. 28
NOW THROUGH

ALL VCL BRANCHES 
CLOSED

FEB 16

PRESIDENT’S DAY
HOLIDAY

FEB 14
VALENTINE’S DAY

FALL IN LOVE WITH A
GOOD BOOK THIS
VALENTINE'S DAY
Stop by your nearest VCL
branch or check out our
ebook online to discover
romance novels, love stories,
and heartwarming reads.

FEB 17
CHINESE NEW YEAR!

Celebrate with
festive foods and
traditions welcoming
good fortune for the
year ahead.

YEAR OF THE FIRE HORSE

FEB 9

Children are invited to come
to the Ojai Library for a
scavenger hunt! Complete
the scavenger hunt to claim
a prize and find your next
read!

OJAI LIBRARY

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY
SCAVENGER HUNT

Visit your local VCL branch to
pick up a Winter Reading
Challenge bookmark, complete
activities by Feb. 28, and
return it to collect library-
themed stickers.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
FEBRUARY

/ 12PM - 2PM
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CO
NTACT US

MYVCL@VENTURACOUNTY.GOV

(805) 626-READ

LIBRARY.VENTURACOUNTY.GOV

@VENCOLIBRARY

VENTURA COUNTY LIBRARY

@VENCOLIBRARY

@VENCOLIBRARYVIDEO

VENTURA COUNTY LIBRARY

https://www.library.venturacounty.gov/
https://x.com/vencolibrary
https://www.facebook.com/VenturaCountyLibrary
https://www.instagram.com/vencolibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/user/vencolibraryvideo
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/ventura-county/ventura-county-library-system/

